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Surrpunded by a twmult of perennials
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pillows, throw, Red Hevonr Ezsentials.
OPFPOSITE PAGE: The Arts-amd-Crafis-
stybe howse has boedn in the family
sincel827; the ﬂl:_n-hlmllllj.r driveway - --T “
features a concrebé.grid that allgws = S R

grass to grow in the open spabes.




“my gﬁr«d@ﬂﬁSplres my. work :
GBS S H'I:Sfahtle ways, " says Crlght
| 1etimes. brit "t |
owers ar dbark fr

%_
om the

-



-

imestaad in the lgte '80s atter her mother diend
It has been hor o gand wor |'.|'-i.!- B BVyer since
LTENTONS INthCately vwoven, one-of-a-kind
[Ackals, vasls and scamves in colours ranging fram
[2wel lones to neutral hues are in high demand
with private-clents; she also sells her creations at
galleries, weaving the uneue fabrics on her four
pound shaft Ioom, Mot surprisingly, her garden =
"My garden

Inspires my wark in subtle ways,” says Crighton

laur-segzon source of InspraEtian

W0 Nas SDmenirmas oughl NOWErs, l2awis and

bark froam the parden o compare them with her
varns and o consider the subtleties of colour, “Thi
fall colaurs are especially beautiful. Hydranoea
LIniue’ s wandmus a5 the calaurs chargs from
while to soft brown-genk to brighl pink. The polden

e dVInE back s magnifen
..._:. T .:ll n

there shade predominates

her planting beds are nestied under a3 canopy

1ature paks—CUrighton's property, 50 feet (15




. ) :m?*‘““- -"" -'.: "

: (Phatarls arundinacaa) and a gokifgresn stavitard
. Evonymus reveal Crighton's love ol variegated leaves,

| T _rqil'qu:em the appearance of dappled sunlighl.

= __IJ-' '_|.I"'_
Lk Y

wains. |t likes marst, nch o,

reg_ln.;l-'-'l- A [Narth B e
with deticate while-ant
Thilves in |'IIJI."I|.5"'. mMoist wop

ang i
h Bl

K]
condit et

[ Haligborus argutifalivs Janet
A hellebare with specklad
1) I:Er.l ErEEn Th -1 | |

nedfral to alkaline soil

are billkiant t
waondarful It preters moist bt

weil-drainad sm)




Hoktas cluster around the base of a big red oak that
hoge Blue hosta ne a Winding stone path: 4 gives the hack garden its high shade; vanegated
but wseful shed in-thebackground™matly hides the lapanese kirotweed (Fafiopia japonica Yariegata') in
work area incheding 2 comiEost plle 3Ad potting tablé: the foreground is lovely bot potentially invasive,

-

L]

I | widea ] 3 | long, has el Jich alinsws for 3 ME Ared
P
a ralgven e but when =he slarad &l Wl ra i ] W - wie
. : s s o N
=l 11 T 5 was larg B ] T et ETCI 10 Ty ! 1
"

{ Hppericunt § fhoderum "Albury k& $i 1 salh plantzs creatine an effect that is “riphlon keens garden malntenanca si

| HE ] = 1 L |}
Purpla®): With |leaves ranging in Codbur o 4 - L i i ek _': i 1 o j= H 1 wigit f
from green to purpla, this has iittle : o bkl _' _I e i '_ ; III : bl = : . |
j'.'hl:l'l'-' flosmers in semmier fallowed h!l' arz hydrangea and rhod Jendrans i 1 Wil il il =0l | a ) 1

rad berries. Should have part sun for in assoriment of lush perenmals, ncluding Toan denzely that weeds aran’l mul

gl:-:ll:l HI:I'J.IE-."|I'|EI aswell a5 Perfike, rmoast flowers [ Tiaredal. ohmros { Brifr 31 Ashilbe lant lagves Trorm TFe i aks [hiat B I
=] oskas meadowsweal [ Filinendulztand late properby s pieasant high shade a It an t

| Kirangeshoma DROOMMINE mariagon b refet 2 er, “When | ra I il g i
palmata): Growing three teat (90 cm) Last year, ipaking for new pat Al ' pring, | get maf i gl ook oy
tall, it has striking felty-looking leaves back and side vards wera wall establishi she Lis in the back garde Fched Dy pas
on wiry stems and remarkable fiowers a3 narennial bad in the front at the sidewalk eh a snacio e vard 18 i | 1 ;
ressdmitding vallow shultlecocks Taward [ . P i {lag i
the end of summer, Give it maist sail MNOW her 5m: 1 ITONE I3W 1S Surroun S iRt ' e i
anriched with leaf mauld with shrubs and perennials, “Ever 1%, TNE | Mgnic c-arialr vl varl i

little miore prowth 10 o W I i = i 1 3 1 | ] | I
§ Tricyrtis shie savs, Ybul wa kept a bitof lawn in the tronl are, sha has planted many nostas, mcludng

ﬁ:-nm-ser.!_-rl'ﬁul Edga'l & rmaghilicen] et the back =0 my erandchildr eapl Artiach Dl =) edves have 131
plant sporting shiny goid-edped leaves 3 ; 2 ey . o pit F : o whikt e
and starfish-shaped whita flowers with Fray W EY vioil, - IMaita e - Ry, e La II_ Y T, : S
heawy purple speckling, It Boams in she chose an enyvironmentally Inendly Concrets ECURsS WL d ] g LY

i21a summer and-sporadscally info Fall
Prefers feh, moest sofl.



DREAM WEAVER FROM PAGE 81

chartreuse leaves edged in cream) and ‘Gold
Standard’ (gold with green margins). Edging
one bed is a form of Japanese knotweed
(Fallopia japonica Variegata'), which stands
out in midsummer with its attractive leaves
of white, green and pink.

The back garden can be glimpsed
from the upstairs windows of Crighton's yarn
room, where shelves on all four walls
brim with colourful yarn, as well as from the
adjoining pattern-making and sewing room.
The area is lushly planted with shrubs,
including the yellow-flowering Kerria japonica,
evergreen boxwood and yew, and ornamental
grasses (Miscanthus, Panicum and Pennis-
etum species). Ligularia stenocephala ‘The
Rocket’ prefers the shade at the side of
the house, where the ivy-clad wall adds to
the cool ambience,

Although her back garden is mainly
shady, Crighton studied the patterns of sun
and shade when she first began planning it,
and was able to take advantage of several
bright spots to add perennials such as Asiatic
and onental lilies, varieties of Sedum, phlox
and Echinacea. “| like to push the envelope
when it comes to sun-lovers,” she admits.

A small deck off the back of the house
leads to a random flagstone patio, where
three rustic twig armchairs have been
arranged around a small table to create an
inviting spot for enjoying the garden. In the
flower beds that curve around a small central
lawn, Crighton has created a rich tapestry
of colour, texture and form with hundreds
of different perennials interspersed with
favourite shrubs such as ‘Purple Fountain’
beech, doublefile viburnum (Viburnum
plicatum . tomentosum ‘Mariesii’), service-
berry (Amelanchier canadensis), eastern
redbud (Cercis canadensis), a corkscrew
hazel standard, a number of different
hydrangeas and an attractive green-leafed
Japanese maple whose cultivar name
she has lost track of,

For Crighton, seeking out interesting
new plants 1s as seductive and creative as
choosing yarn. She gets great enjoyment
from unusual plants such as turtlehead
(Chelone obliqua), toad lily ( Tricyrtis hirta),
native North American lady’s slipper orchids
(Cypripedium reginae) and yellow wax-bells
(Kirengeshoma palmata). But as this
confirmed plant lover says, “| can't really
decide if | have favourites. | enjoy them all
with their different growth habits, textures
and nuances of colour. It's so hard to pick
favourites—I love them all.” []



